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SECTION 1 ESSAYS.

{.— PARTABGARH INSCRIPTION OF THE TIME
_ OF [ The PRATTHARA | KING MAHENDRA-PALA 1L
OF MAHODAYA : SAMVAT 1003,

Some time ago a friend of mine wrote to me of the exis-
tence of an INSCRIBED STONE at Partabgarh, the contents
of which no one in the locahty could read, except the date,
Samvat 1003, which was plain enough, I hurried to the sPot
at the first opportunity available and found the inscripu(?n
containing a series of grants described below. The stone in
question was affixed to a Chabutra, or platform, near Chenram
Agraval’s Bawri (a well with steps leading to it) at Partabgarh,
the capital of the State of that name in southern Rajputana.
On examination I found the record to be of great historical
importance; and at my request the Maharaj Kumar of Partab-
garh was kind enough to present it to the Rajputana Museum,
Ajmer, where it is now deposited. In spite of being constantly
exposed to the inclemencies of weather, the stone is in a fajr
state of preservation and can easily be read, only a few letters
here and there being indistinct, A portion of the stone at the

left-hand top corner is broken off, and the commencement of
the first five lines is lost,

The INSCRIPTION contains 35 lines of writing — 34
full lines and one line only 1/ 87 long—which cover a space of
2 6" broad by 2’ 21" high. Except for four verses (1L 1-4)
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at the beginning of the first, five and a half (II. 14-19) at
the beginning of the second, a laudatory verse (I1,30-31) at
the end of the third and an imprecatory one ( II.34-35) at
the end of the fourth part, the inscription is in prose.

The CHARACTERS belong to the northern class of
alphabets of the 10th century and show no special peculiar-
ities except, in two instances ( °paryanto, 1. II'; °paryantam,
1. 24 ), the medieval form of rya, without the lower right-hand
stroke as well as the separate sign of r on the top, as is found in
the Udaipur (in Rajputana) inscription' of the time of the
Guhila Raja Aparajita, the Jhalrapatan inscription?of the time -
of Durgagana, etc. Line 13 contains numerical symbols sam
and Iri for 100 and 10 respectively.

The LANGUAGE is Samskrit throughout, corruptions
and solecisms being frequent in the last three grants, A locative
was probably intended in 1. 20 °srisamme ( read ®sarmmani ) cha’
vyaparam kurvvale (Ij(?ad kurvvati), and a passive construction
suddenly ends in active in II. 20-22, “Madhavena .
satena . . .. . . vodhavatt’ The neuter gender is grossly
misused in II. 24-25, while ‘aghata’ is necuter in 1. 28 and
masculine in 1. 32, Cases do not agrce in 1. 31 “rajena
sutal’ (read sutena), while the rules of Samdhi are not observed
in some cases ( II.2, 4, 14, 18, etc. ) and misused in others
(1111, 12, 27 -etc.). Other grammatical irregularitics arc
shown in the footnotes accompanying the text,

Some dosi words of the local dialect are used in Samskrit
composition. Harirshesvara in I. 12 is to be divided into Huri and
Rishesvara, the latter being a modification of Rakhesar, still used
in the vernacular of these parts for Rishisvara. Arahatena (I. 20)
is the instrumental form of Arahata, a Persian wheel, the
Samskrit form being ‘araghatta ® Kitika (I.26) is Samskritized

‘1 Ip. Ind; Vol. IV, p. 31 2 Ind, Ant; Vol. V. p. 181.



St—

PARTABGARH INSCRIPTION OFKING MAHENDRA-PALA IT. 3

“from kidi or Lkida, a matting screen, akin to Samskrit kats,

Kosavahe (1. 31) is applied to as much land as can be irrigated
by onc kosa, or- leather bucket, and mani (1,31 ) is a local

-measure of twelve maunds. Chausara ( 1.33) is a garland of

four strings. Metta ( 1. 29 ) is the Prakrit form of matra. Palika
(1.33) is probably used for puli, or bundle of leaves, Ghana
(1.33) is an oil-mill and Palika (1. 33) is a measure of capa-
city approximating to six tolas and commonly called pali or pala.

The meaning of sadhara ( I1. 26 and 32 ) is.not clear: it
may mean ‘with the adjacent grounds’ or may be an abbre-

. viation of sadbarana ( common ), Vaha ( 1.32) is the common

highway and kachchha ( If. 26 and 28 ) is a field bordering on

a stream.,

~ As regards ORTHOGRAPHY, it may be noted that
is used for v throughout and n for n(@)in some instances: punya
(1. 11, twice ), hiranya (II. 13 and 24 ) saranya ( 1. 17 ) and
mitmati (1, 30 ), Dental s is used for the palatal in ajnasravana

(1.12), and sadrisum ( 1. 18 ) is an example of the converse.
Consonants arc mostly doubled after r but the necessary dou-
bling is not shown in protarita ( 1. 15 ), patatrinah ( 1, 16 ) and
¢ 1 heta ( 1. 35 ). The doubling of ¢ before r is seen in puttra
(IL. 6 and 8 ) and pittroh ( 1. 11 ) and °hitattri®( 1. 13 ), but
not everywhere ( e.g., putrain II.5,6.7). n at the end of a
word is not joined generally to the next word ( II. 20, 21, 22,
29 ). The anusvara is used for the appropriate nasal in kahimk-
vam gamgayam ( 1. 11),°imgita® ( 1. 16 ), °damgajo (1. 17) chomta®
(1.23 ), likhyamte ( 1. 28 ) kshetramtaritam (1. 29 }, bhavamtu
(1.1); chimta (1. 18 ), tamstra ( 1. 20 ); it is wrongly replaced
by m in param=bha® ( 1.7 ) and 1s redundant in ®manamnvaya
(1.15) and ochimontya ( 1. 23 ). Of the class-nasals, n is frequ-
ently used ( II. 15, 22, etc. ), once wrongly for n (pancha, 1. 26);
n@ occurs, in II. 15 and 19 and once wrongly in vansa (1. 25);
and v in 1, 16. Omissions of visarga ( IL. 4, 5, etc. ), its redun-

»
4



4 OJTIA NIBANDHA SANGRATA

dant use ( IT. 20, 21, 30 ), and instances of letters ( IT. 10, 27,
30, 31 ) and particles ( II. 23, 18 ) left out are specified in
the footnotes. There are no symbols for avagraha, jihvamuliva of
upadhmaniys. ‘The necessary punctuation marks are ongitted in
some places ( II. 2, 3, etc. ), and there are redundant lines
(IL 1. 3, etc. ) in otheres. Other mistakes arc pointed out at
the porper places.

All the grants recorded in the inscription are in favour
of shrines attached to the monastery of HARI-RISHISVARA,
who originally belonged to DASAPURA ( 1.12). Under its
management were the shrines of Vata-yakshini Devi ( II, 12,
33 ), Indraditya-deva or Indrarajaditya-deva ( II, 23, 28 ) and
Trailokya-mohana-deva ( 1, 33 ) which were situated at the
village of Ghonta-varshika, where there was also a temple dedi-
cated to Nityapramudita-deva ( 1. 23 ). Chief among the deit-
ies was Indraditya-deva, who is spoken of as “‘( the deity )
of Ghonta-varshika” ( 1. 28 ), while Trailokya-mohana-deva
is spoken of as “( enshrined ) within the grounds of Indradi-
tya-deva’ (1. 31 ). This pre- cminence is borne out by the
verses ( 11, 1-2) in praise of the sun-god { Indraditya-deva ),
which precede those ( II. 3-4 ) extolling Durga { Vatayakshini
Devi ),.who is the donee proper of the first grant. '

The occasion of the grant of a village to Vata-yakshini
Devi by the king of Mahodaya in Samvat 1003 was used by
" the authorities of the monastery for the purpose of consolidat-
ing on one stonc all the grants in favour of onc or other of
the temples attached to it. Such consolidation of grants belon-
ging to one institution, but issued at different periods, is not
rare in Rajputana. We have an instance of it in the Vasishtha
'tcniﬁle inscription?! at Mount Abu,

o+ A e A i

1 Ind Ant,, Vol. J1,P. 256.
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The INSCRIPTION is naturally divided into four
parts:—

I. A grantof a village in favour of Vata-yakshini Devi
issued by Maharaja MAHENDRAPALA-DEVA 11, of MAH-
ODAYA (Kanauj), dated Samvat 1003, or A.D. 946 (11.1-14),

II. A grant of a village, etc., in favour of Indraditya-
deva by MADHAVA, the provincial governor of Ujjain ( Un-
der the same king ), at the request of Chahamana INDRA-
RAJA, a feudatory chief, without date ( II. 14-27 ).

111, A grant of a field in favour of Indrarajaditya-deva
by BHARTRI-PATTA son of KHOMMANA, dated Samvat
999 or A. D. 942 ( II.27-31),

IV. Minor grants to different deities by different persons,

undated ( I1. 31-35 ),
PART 1.

The first grant recorded in the inscription-though it is
not the first from a chronological point of view-begins with
two benedictory verses invoking the sun-god, followed by two
Similar verses in praise of the goddess Durga ( IL 1-4 ). Itis

issued from the capital at Mahodaya and gives the gencalogy
of the donor as follows:—

1. Maharaja DEVA-SAKTI-DEVA,a devotee of Vishnu;

2, His son, born of | queen | BHUYIKA-DEVI, Maha—
raja VATSA-RAJA-DEVA, a devotee of Mahesvara ( Siva );

3. His son, born of [queen] SUNDARI-DEV% Maha-
raja NAGA-BHATA-DEVA, a devotee of Bhagavati (Durga);

4. His son, born of [ queen ] ISATA-DEVI, Maharaja
RAMA-BHADRA-DEVA, a devotee of the sun-god;

5. His son, born of [ queen] APPA-DEVI, Maharaja
BHOJA-DEVA, a devotee of Bhagavati;
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6. His son, born of [ queen ] CHANDRA-BHATTARI-
KA-DEVI, Maharaja MAHENDRA-PALA ( 1.) a devotee of
. Bhagavati; .

7. His son, born of [queen] MAHADEVI-DEVI, Maha-
raja VINAYAKA-PALA-DEVA, a devotee of the sun-god;and

8. His son, born of [ queen | PRASADHANA-DEVI of

the DEVATHADDHI ( ? ) family, Maharaja MAHENDRA-
PALA-DEVA (1L) a'devotee of Mahesvara ( II. 5-9).

The last-named king enjoins all and sundry residing in
the village of KHARPARA-PADRAKA, in the holding of
TALA-VARGIKA-HARISHADA, and situated in the vici-
nity of Ghonta-varshika in the western PATHAKA ( district )
of DASA-PURA,—and the residents of the neighbourhood,
that the said village Kharpara-padraka, with all rights helong-
ing thereto, has been bestcwed by himn, for all time to come,
at the request of Dhana-sura,upon the goddess Vata-vakshini
Devi, ( whose shrine is ) connected with the Matha (monastery)
of Hari Rishisvara, versed in all the four Vedas, resident of
Dasa-pura, on an auspicious day, after bathing in the Kahi-
mki Gamga, for increase of religious merit to the donor’s par-
ents ( I1. 9-12). The grant is written by Purohita TRIVIKR-
AMA-NATHA, under order from JAJJA-NAGA, is dated the
fifth day of the dark half of Margga ( Marga-sirsha ), in the
Samvat year 1003 ( A. D. 946 ), and is signed by SRI VIDA-
GDHA, “his own hand” (1. 13 ).

The name of MAHENDRA-PALA ( I, son of VINA-
YAKA-PALA, comes to our knowledge for the fivst time from

this inscripti'on There seemis to be a double entente in the word
prasadhana, in which the writer pays a compliment to the queen

- -rother, by name Pr asadhana-Devi, by calling her the ‘orna-
ment of ‘the ‘family of her birth® (1.9). The name of this ;

family - Devathaddhi (?;) is not quite clear for purposes of ;'

identification, Of the names and places mentioned Mahodaya
. R
i
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(Kanauj * and Dasa-pura ( Mandasor ), and the names of the
kings and queens call for no remark. KHARPARA-PADRAKA
is the modern village of KHAROT, 7 miles south-east of
Partabgarh. GHONTA-VARSHIKA?® can be identified with
Ghotarsi, 7 miles east of Partabgarh and about 8 miles north-
east of Kharot. The KAHIMKI GAMGA (the river Kahimki)
cannot be identified. JAJJANAGA was probably the Dutaka Of
the grant. VIDAGDHA appears to be the Governor of the
province who issued this grant under his own signature.

The genealogy of the Pratihara kings of Mahodaya
(Kanauj ), in the light of the information available up to
the present, swould stand thus :—

0 ( unknown )

l [

I { Naza-bhasa 1. 0 {unknown)
Nagavaloka [; A D. 756-572 |
l l
1'& N Jeva-s: 1‘:"
I, % J\szkusthx IML, } Peva-sakti
Kakkuka

Deva-riaja
IV,  Va*sa-raja, AD. 783-543

v Naga-bhata 11.
Nagavaloka 1T AD. 815, 835.44

1 The name of this village is spelt-as Ghonta-varshiks (1. 10) Ghonta-
varshika (1. 23) and Ghonta-varshi { 1. 34. ).

2 This date is from a photograph in my possession of an nnpublished
copper-plate grant from Hansot, in the district of Broach ( Bombay presi-
deney ), issued by the Chahamana prince Bhartri-vaddha ( Bhartri-vardhsa )

t I, a feudatory of king Nagavaloks.

‘ 3 Prom the Jaina Hari-vamsa Purana | Bom. Gazetteer, Vol. I, p. 197)
4 The Prabhwvakna-chanta speaks of the death of king Nagavaloka of

Kanya-kuhja, grand-fasher of Bhoja, as taking place in Vikramsa yest 830

A‘ (,A'D' 833-34) ( Nirnayasagara Press ed; p. 177, verses 720-725). The

.’,\ Negavaloka of the Prabhavaka-charita can be identified with no other than

¢

3
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Ba.ma.

Bhom I.
Mihira

Adl-vamhu, A.D. 843,862,875,876,881

Rama-bha,an
VI. i Rama-deva
VII, §

VIahendra.-pala. I
} Mahendrayudha
VIIIL. | Mahida-pala
} Nirbhaya-raja

Nirbhaya-narendra, A.D 393,898, 899

903, 907

l ]
IX. Bhoja 1L Mahi-pala, AD. 914, 917
Kshiti~pala

X S Vinayaka-pala., A.D. 913
[ Heramba-pala

! l l
XTI. Mghendra-pala II. XII. Dava-pala XTI Vijaya-pala
A.D. 946 A D, 948 A.D. 960

X1V, Rajva-paln
A.D. 10182

XV Trilochana-pula
A.D. 1019,1027
(9) XVI Yasah-pala
AD. 1036

Naga-bhata IT. of Kanauj, and the date seems to be nceurate, as H"f first ,'
known date of Bhoja 1. is A.DD. 343.

1 This date of Rajya-pala is given by Al-Utbi in his Tarikh- z--Yammf!

( Blliot's Hist., Vol. IL, p. 45), where he speaks of Rai Jaipal ss the ruler o
t?

Kanauj when Sultan Mahmud of GhaZni invaded it. He was killed the 16X

‘ ¥ idva- of Gands, zmd

year ( A.D. 1019) by the Chandela prince Vidya-dhara, son 3:[0

a.sml:“‘
S

Triloohana—pala succeeded him.

. 1 e Iy
9 Ths dotted line in the bable indicates a succassor,not necessarily
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Deva-pala of Mahodaya is mentioned in the Siyadoni
inscription ( Ep. Ina, Vol. I, p. 177 ) as the son of Kshiti-pala,
which is evidently a synonym of Mabhi-pala; but the same
Deva-pala, is identified by the editor of that inscription with
Haya-pati Deva-pala, son of Heramba-pala, from whom Yaso-
varman obtained the celebrated image of Vaikuntha,mention-
ed in that king’s Khajuraho inscription. This has led to the
identification of Heramba-pala, the father of this Deva-pala,
with Mahi-pala or Kshiti-pala, the father of Deva-pala of
Mahodaya.The fact that Heramba and Vinayaka are synonyms
lends colour to this view,the result of which is the identification
of two kings with two sets of names —

(1) Mahi-pala and Kshiti-pala ; and

(2) Vinayaka-pala and Heramba-pala,
which is accepted by scholars up to the present and is given in
the genealogical tree above; but this identification is based on
very slender evidence, That Deva-pala, son of Heramba-pala,
who is introduced by the minor title of Haya-pati (lord of horses)
is the same as Deva-pala of Mahodaya cannot be established
on the casual mention of the former in an inscription of a king
of a dynasty other than his own. Haya-pati’was never the accep-
ted title of the Pratihara kings of Mahodaya and is not met
- With in their inscriptions; and there is no ground for assuming
that a scion of the paramount dynasty of the Pratiharas was
ever known by that appellation. Besides Mahi-pala and Vina-
vaka-pala are known to be two different kings of Mahodaya

with different dates which do not overlap; and there is no
feason to justify their identification, If this view 18 accepted
and the identification of Heramba-pala -with Mahi-pala sct

A #ide, this part of the genealogy would stand thus i—
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VIII. Mahendra-pala 1.

Axll) 893-907
| b |
Mahi-pala X. Bhoja II. XT. Vinayaka-paly
194 Kshiti-pala |
: ]
AD. 914, 917 X1, Mahendra-pala 11,
I‘ A D. 946
I
| |
XIII. Deva-pala XIV. Vijaya-pala

AD, 948 A.D. 960
( The vest as ahove. )

PART I1.

The second grant begins with a panecgyric in praisc of

the CHAHAMANA family of kings, which is spoken of as
having been the source of great pleasure to king Bhoja-Deva,
Then mention is made of GOVINDA-RAJA of this dynasty,
who fought against many foes; his son DURLABHA-RAJA
and his son INDRA-RAJA, who built the great temple dedi-
cated to the sun-god ( II. 14-19), We learn further that
MADHAVA was ‘the great feudatory lord and governor’ at
Ujjayini and SRISARMAN—appointed by Kokkata who was
the commander-in-chief serving at the feet of Paramesvara
(i.e. Mahendra-pala II.)—was carrving on the affairs of state
as Mandapika ( II. 19-20).

The aforcsaid Madhava, son of Damodara, bcing ‘great

feudatory, great governor and Charged’ Affaires, and having

come to Ujjayini on business, bathed at the temple of Maha-

KALA, worshipped the god Siva and meditated on the unrca-

lity of life and wealth, bestowed, on the MINA-SAMKR{\-
NTI day, the village of DHARA-PADRAKA, with allits -

appurienances, for repairs to, and maintenance of daily scr-
: vy
vices at, the templ: of INDRADITYA-DEVA at GHOZ\TA
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VARSHIKA, a place associated with Nityapramudita-deva,
at the request of the great feudatory INDRA-RAJA, son of
DURLABHA-RAJA of the CHAHAMANA race. He there-
fore enjoins all residents of the village and the neighbourhood
to-observe this order ( II. 20-26). A further endowment of a
field by the river-side to the north of the village, irrigated by
a Persian wheel, and of five matting screens for the erection of
a fiower porch is recorded (I.26). The grant is signed by
Madhava and countersigned by the Vidagdha (1. 27) of the
first grant.

The names of the warlike Chahamanas culogized in this
grant are not known from any other record. It was probably
a local dynasty of the Chahamanas which had entered into a
subordinate alliance with king Bhoja-Deva 1. and helped him
in his wars, thus giving the overlord ‘great pleasure,” Indra-
raja built a temple to the sun-god ( Indraditya-deva ) and
applied to the governor of Ujjain, appointed by his over!ord,
the king of Kanauj, evidently Mahendra-pala II. of the first
grant, for an endowment for its upkeep. The grant is not
dated; but we find from the third grant that the temple of
Indraditya-deva was existing and was well-known after the
name of the builder ( 1. 28 ) four vyears hefore the date of the
first grant, We thus have reason to suppose that the request of
the builder to the provincial representative of his overlord to
stcure a permanent endowment for it must have immediately
lollowed its erection and preceded the gift of Bhartri-patta
recorded in the g—rant following. Thus this grant is evidently
prior to the third, and is consequently the first, though not by
many vears, as is evident from the signature of the same gov-
‘mor, Vidagdha, affixed to both the grants. The custom r‘)f
Provincial governors countersigning grants issued by sub.OI‘C-h-
Mate chiefs relating to lands in their (the governors’) J'UTISfi‘CZ
on is borne out by the evidence of the Una plate of the.tlmc
o Mahendra-pala 1. of Kanauj, where Dhlika countersigned
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a grant of Bala-varman, a feudatory of the king ( Ep. 1nd, Vol
1X, P.6 ), '

MANDAPIKA is ‘Mandu, where another officer SRI-
SARMAN, appointed by the king’s commander-in-chicf,
resided. DHARA-PADRAKA is probably Dharyavad ( in
Mewar ), situated near the boundary of the PARTABGARH
State. The matting screens referred to were to be used, eviden-
tly, in the periodical festivals in which the throne of the deity

is placed in a porch of fiowers and leaves temporarily erected
over it.

PART III.

This grant records that Maharajadhiraja BHARTRI-
PATTA, son of KHOMMANA, enjoins his descendants to
maintain in perpetuity, and not to maintain in perpetuity,
and not to interfere with, the enjoyment of the bestowal of a
field named VAVVULIKA ( Babbulika) by the side of the.
river NANDYA in the village of PALASA-KUPIKA, made
by him upon INDRARAJADITYA--DEVA of GHONTA-
VARSHI for increase of merit to himself and his parents
( II. 27-30). The boundaries of the field are defined (1. 28-
29 ), and a customary verse extolling the donor and the donec
follows (II. 31-32)., The DATE is given as The first day of

the bright half of the month of Sravana in the Samvat ycar
999 ((A. D. 942).

Bhartri-patta of this inscription is Bhartri-patta’ IL., son
of Khommana 111. of Mewar, belonging to the Guhila family.
Another inscription of his reign is dated Samvat 1000 (A.D.
943 ).* Palasa-kupika is probably the present Parasia, about

1 Ind. Ant., Vol. XXY X p. 191,

2 Annual Report on the working of the Rajputana Musewn, Ajmer,
1914 p. 2. )
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15 miles south of Mandasor. The river Nandya and the village

of Varaha-palli, mentioned in the boundaries, cannot be
identified at present.

PART IV.
This part records minor grants:—

1. The glft of a ficld named CHHITTULLAKA in
which 10 MANIS of secd could be sown,and which was irriga-
ted by one leather bucket, in favour of INDRADITYA-DEVA
by DEVA-RAJA son of CHAMUNDA-RAJA (1. 31 ).

IT. The gift of a field, calld UMDIYAKA, with bound-
aries defined, in favour of TRAILOKYA-MOHANA-DEVA
in the grounds of Indraditya-deva, by INDRA-RAJA ( IL
32-33 Y,

I11. The [ permancnt | endowment of one Palika [ of
oil | per oil-mill, five bundles of foliage, 100 garlands of four
strings, ON THE NINTH DAY OF THE BRIGHT HALF
OF THE MONTH OF CHAITRA, together with two
palas of saflron and one [pala] of betel-nuts from the trading
community in the month of CHAITRA. in favour of the
VATA- YAKSHINI DEVI ( I1.33-34).

IV The gift of DHADIVAHA field, in which 10 Manis

of seed could be sown, and of MOCHCHA field, to the north-
cast of GHONTA-VARSHI, requiring 10 Manis of seed, from

persons not mentioned and in favour of deities not specified
(1.34).

Then follows the usual verse extolling the giver of land
and condcmning the usurper (1.35),after which the name of the
ENGRAVER of the inscription is given as SIDDHAPA, son
of [SAJTYA and the DATE AS SAMVAT 1003 (A. D. 946).

Deva-raja, son of Chamunda-raja ( 1. 31 ) appears to be
a scion of the Chahamana family mentioned in the second



14 OJHA NIBANDHA SANGRAHA

grant, and INDRA-RAJA (1. 32) is the builder of the temple
of the sun ( II, 18-19 ) himself.

TEXT?

[ Metres: v. 1, Anushtubh ( Sloka ); v. 2, Mandakranta; v. 3, Sardu-
lavikridita; v. 4, Vasantatilaka; v. 5, Sardulavikridita; v. 6, Vasantatilaks;
v. 7, Anushtubh Sloka); v. 8, Sardulavikridita; v. 9, Vasantatilaka;
v, 10, Sardalsvikridite ( half ); vv. 11 and 12, Anushtubh ( Sloka ).1

Ll ————p@

WAy’ walal WAL A @l

MR A EE: afEr g g3 ol [UY]
‘agnadai Rafafyai (el =_F (¢
ReRan gy fa@ 17

[galar Joi affaad ey wgae:
- SR @ eRd amd emad: lo) (IRY]
(@) Bmafi 5@ gud o) af aRed (0

- B9y afjemufr ()
3 " — — — — g ] &k (1]

3gw3 afigtemgend 1omr(a@d fr)y vmefr 1
appd wRwigd Ry’ 3 e RS Hel [13%]
FUggPIaTaE S qaERy
gaify  AETaaTy

1 From impressions prepared by the writer and from the stone tsell.

9 Read HI7. 3 One stroke is redundant.
4 Rend FEI°. - 5 Road °foal.

6 This stroke is redundant. 7 This stroke is redundant.
8 Read SiEois 9 This stroke is redundant.
10 Read &1 - 11 Read #.

o]
12 This stroke is redundant, 13 Read °¥&.
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4 —_——— — [Fa]1
sk acf ¥ afg wem?
TRy qenfy Am WA el [ 1]

i @fa | mnammlfaaﬁmg&mmﬁam zesvamm-
510 . s — (3ol wgmsitTaineacie mm&xam“
| RAPFRGTFA  FRAREAN AES AR gREqaREena ’ -
6 [ ’ 8 — w{kegE: WO

AR aTEaTREEel | ORI ARResRegRr:
qwikaw®R  aTssiuaas-

7 REEE® TEORAIE:)  ANCURSNIREE:  qeATAdEal FgasiaE-
2qeqey  TARORIETIE:  swraziRERengw: oF

8 wEdled GRUEAERSORRARET ARG AATRACgT: -
feredR AeRRamaTERaae  IHaar

9 wwem: dRaErt | B RRHEATIRERIIRET: TRWRTAN AR

Awgrards: AeguRaaas qeEfrrRTeyge-

1 Read ¥ 2 Bead €.

3 Bxpressed by a symbol. 4 Read wz°,
5 Read . 6 Read .

7 Read H:. 8 Read slg=d°.

9 In most of the grants and seals of the Pratihara kings of Mahodaya
the adverb param (or param.) is persistently uged before Bhagavati-bhaktah
in place of the sdjective parama—which is used before the names of other

deities, and there appears to be no need ef correcting it to parama.

10 The word is indistinct; it may also be read as Rawify, Zmal:
eI or dgwify,
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| 10 smedugsa® Senfiamney TII, HeAFR' AaeaaRgEra Ry
TR 7:* SUR el ETHITU(F-3

11 ﬁazqzhﬁ* SARIERG  TE G waaaaqwawmér an e
H’Zﬂ"‘ﬁqi@ 7L & Jat dmat s o T aRialmenda o

12 wgzirgewgﬁwaisaaaa"c"qmaa"mqf‘mraua maaaT  sfaRar® wa@
aafg: a10ggaaeR' nférmféawazrmm@r“*’amﬁaﬁm 19]-

13" QamaadirsRen ' Revedaas iy [l *) siteeaamaaamzay | da)'
2000'% 3003 4R W [ ¥ ] Yifkafifsram ' Rifeafiay | -

14, z=dld sitfagraey (o}
- pii LB G f?ﬁa:]s Fgaaiadgafa:?

) 1 geag (:a'iﬁar. o Z.Supply aARaT or GRMRAY
3 Read °gR°. - 4 Read = °qded:.
5 Read #.. 6 Read I
7 Bead W 8 Read °gFdlg® ( gR+ait®)
9 Read 7. 10 Read §° zfy ®v°,
11 Read g, . 12 Read 37:,
13 Read 4. 14 Read @71,

15 Read g5}, Here samvaisaro stands forsamvaisare and is {ollow-

ed by sam (=100); but in the copper plates of other kings of Mahodaya
(Ind. Ant., Vol. XV, pp. 112 and Z40; and Ep. Ind., Vol. V, p. 209) sro
itself represents 100, as it is not followed by the symbol for 100.

16 The symbo—I sam is used fo represent 100 and ri to denote I10.

'
Thuas sem lri meauns 100 x 10==1000. In the insariptions of the 3th and
10th centuries, the symbol for3 being the same as the numerical figure,
ib hzas besn purposely omitted with the symbols 60 avoid the ambiguity of

the date i iu figuves being read as 31003. Honce the fignre for 8 has been in

seribed Only at the end.

17 Read *Fafamadg®, 18 Read . 19 Read dl
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17

18

i gaaifad fafaar sideda 1 00 ]
Faifz el Bl A g .
wEAl 0l 12

A =l usTEE@Il] ARaEETS [
WEEIE gfg g% ‘a9 9d |G
uEgEERT s ]
M aapEyssasq@sEa |°
picin

fiar gmamE =38t [15%)
T qQEgSgRiagEassaTar %)
flggt: dgwmer: gafbiw zamFEd 1e*]
s eenfafmbeE 3Rfa smfagafs:

A5 ¥ OeT OAINd AEATET: nx
Asginn@Fmaal |7 gmmEnd
T A T oAl 3§ gm0 Rdmif oo =)
GELICEE L TIEES
.- aﬂf‘é’im:
& qwfe: gufmi swd@r G203 (%)
A et agedfgan ad;
gltar yo: sa@ElER eOtue || (8]
AR frargdsmarg e i

-P

1 Read ﬁ{a: 2 This stroke is redundant.
3 Read HFFT:. 4 Read 3.

5 This stroke is redundant, 6 This stroke is redundant,
7 Read dI. S Read -

9 Read U. 10 Read .

11 Read FaREFA1° This stroke is redundant.

12 Read AU, 13 Read .

14 Read AL, 15 Read &

16 Read °8Z7.

ALA LT

i

~
]
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19

20

21

22

23
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R 1
e asffiusaficereidsd | [2e%)

@ AwgeRgal  agemEREEEmeE: | e Aeefei
RTRAENE R S 4

ANFERMAGEANTRE 7 oK TR0 ket W adwd gh
AT F IR T RN IR T AT S A FAIRIRA: Y 5il-

RAIEIT'® |V IRAArIAREEAAlTEaR 'S siasdauaese
sidagy: ) sRGeTEEY quaEEaR gYYTER GSUAYEH dam-

Qe SR sTeiRe dTarng gk AAdeEmRaee
GETRAl WRRANHE] WRIMEANEAASY guEsitqi@gsd '8 aleh-

o SgdeagdEsid AR 120 gugeArdeg? add et )
dladaaiz¢ NigmRadmRiE? sgEmadraR  NakeaReraer
FueTHiequun-

1 Read (&, 2 Read °fF.

8 Read % 4 Read f,

5 Read®TFaRT T (o, ol 7). 6 Rend goAR ( o FA ).
7 TRead °fF4i. Read a=1°.

9 Read 7 Correch to °wpgd:, 10 Correet 10°%d:.
I1 This stroke is reﬁupdanb. : 12 Read °{aed.
13 This stroke is redupdant, - 14 Read 71.The stroke is redundant,

15 Read #. » -, 16 Read fa.
I7 Ref‘td gl. : ‘ 18 This stroke is redundant,
19 Read °d syander. 90 This stoke is redundsnt.
91 Read Ol €9% 93 Rand 3.

23 Read °fi=4. Thestroke is redundant.
24 Read °dFF 25 Read 7,
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24

26

28

T Pfawen ke 1% sdd adaed apRE e awE e

JUMER 7 aasemaay (S Sgegwe?  BEEe -amammfren
fe=a- '

(kl

FHI[ JoFRuaaETaid TEfETs wEdd wE? -
a{m\a“?ﬁﬁ TdfaagqEdid s | gfafmEEe TR T
TR S

T dAE 7 agd | A9 [Fakeed AW swdl (i aal
FHERAM WEA g 839 89 | 7 owesdiERar gew 27
gEAq ggEr |l @E- '

wWi sharEer | |E APEaET |
daq eeauan gR 1 swafulamfirdnds® agowifmada’ g uz 0
MEFArTgs: " FRAATREAE 9 '

wifizgd  dresdfiEuaiEzam 12 gaEEfEEm 9fE At

3%t | zop AEE feia2 s e ki aviaa sfaent &y =
EGItEATeat

I Read 3, 2 TPRead °HF°,

3 This stroke is redundant. 4 Read .

5 Read @:, 6 ZRead ¥,

7 Read °g9y:. & Read®add:. The stroke is redundant.
9 Read °ezzz°, 10 Read Z:.

11 Read w71, 12 Read g:.

13 Read T:. 14 Read °Z3°,

15 Read 4aufgaaq@«lT:. 16 Read fa.

17 Read =4. 18 Read °aaz ( il not °uy %3,

19 This syllable ig written helow the line,
20 ﬂ'tfqz is slso found in some Mewar inseription,
21 Supply a verb, e. g. 91193,

92 This stoke is redundant. 23 RKead 4.
24 Read ==:, The next stoke is redundant.

25 Read g (also in line 32 )
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29.

30

31

32

33
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vlaRd  sugakammadl | ofaer RRy damt dfr | swat R
TAFEERd a@ORTNR a3 dafmR AW as s
e wiEraw-

QUERIY T AdawrdtaaiEaTe oedl® odakEeRde |
IR Fo: 7 | ‘ '
. & 2 sfgefe® agg g gl [ 1Y)
B quaEAlg
Rrdl el 1)

HRATIT Mgesuans: ! AR Red Basames mfma
o QIERT 81T || Anatadasat | -

Raguigalaer  AufErau@s I fRamss  Mmar [%eid cfam
alare -akgaq's uaTdl swgEs AP SEuREReRE ¥ | T
U

Aqafyd'c medT 939 | Maafa Vaoafia U gTaa@fan-y
semasal 93 TINAT AP oo AGART® FFAToqW R T L
% faR-

Read 12: &°.

1 Read gfguri®. 2
3 Read Heglemifir, 4 Read u&x &t =a@1°.
5 Read °ya1°, 6 Read gy@dly ¢°.
7 Read Fgeql. 8 Read °qgtmﬁr,
9 Read fir. 10 Rerd il
17 Bead®@d. 12 Add e,
13 Read Ri@4. ‘ 14 Bead Al
15 Read HI. | 16 This stoke is redundant,
17 Read 1. , 18 Read .
19 Read IREATT. B 20 Read FEA

91 Read 9.

arm mr b b v e mar -
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.y S - A o ,
34 gl ) - W |ifsmizn @7 AU & QrEifEgE(EET 1] 91gsg? wl ey
duzafiaiaia: qeaas aifaT 2o agitsfqfazenf @ Gl 2

~

afeE: [ (=]

-

35 =@t =gadl =3 @y G [939] tes] [@k¥3d9 faggq =7

gl 3PS 1| 479 20903 [ 1)

1 Read fyazaiifir.

3 Read f,
5 Read 77,
7 Read nxRRase,

2 Read =7, .
4 Read °ag°,

& Read 4,

8 Read “fy.

Q. §; fdo ¥, 9o R95-=3



2 THE DEATH OF SINDHURAJA

AMONG the Paramara rulers of Malwa, the names and
chief events of the reigns of Vakpatiraja ( Munja ), Sindhuraja
and the illustrious Bhojadeva are well-known to historians
. and Sanskritists, But how Sindhuraja, otherwise known as
Sindhula (or Navasahasanka ), met his.end is still unsolved
by scholars, In stone-inscriptions, copper-plate grants and
Sanskrit works relating to the history of the Paramaras of
Malava, no reference to Sindhuraja’s death has been made,
Lack of information on this point can he accounted for by the
tendency generally noticed, that when a ruler of a certain
dynasty was victorious in war or died like a hero in the
battle-field or there was anything extraordinary about him,
the event was recorded with exaggeration by the chroniclers
of that line of kings. On the other hand, State-chroniclers
and writers of Prasastis ( panegyrics) distorted or suppressed
facts, if their patron king had becn vanguished, slain, ormct
an. ignominous death after capture by the encmy. But ’the
. e}lcmy’s historians described the same events in hyperbolyical

terms.In such accounts a critical student of history can find the
grain of truth only after eliminating the margin of hprl‘b.Olc'

‘ Now, taking into consideration the modern h.istonca}
waorks, we note that in the long Appendix C on the hlStOiY?
the Paramaras of Dhar and Malwa by Captain C, E. Luard
and Pandit K. K. Lele appended to the Dhar State Gazetteer’ an{i

"1 Publishoed in 1903, appendix C on pp. 129-81,
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evén in Dr. Hem Chandra Ray’s Dynastic History of Northern India,
Vol. II; published some months ago, no comment has been
made on the death of Smdhuraja in the account of Malwa
Paramaras.

In his Kumarapalacharita, composed in 1365 A.D; Jayasim-
hasuri records that Chamundaraja, the Chaulukya king of
Gujarat ( 996-1010 A. D.) madc powerful by the boon of the
goddess Chamunda, killed in battle Sindhuraja, who resem-
bled an intoxicated lord of elephants’. In the original verse,
quoted in the foot- note, the word ‘Sindhuraja, can be cons-
trued in two senses: (1) a king of Sindh and (2) a king named .
Sindhuraja. -Now, lct us decide which interpretation is more
plausible. i

. In the Vadnagara Prasasti of the reign of Chaulukya
Kumara-pala (dated V. S, 1208, 4.2, 1151 A, D.) which is
an earlier record than the Kumarapalacharita, referred to above,
we come across the following verse (sixth ) :—

- gamsy a7 qafaawImg TuEa
TmuafesiaiaeFa@a ey
fagoprazvigarasiRfn:  Nfasgasaga
ag: AifgafrTares et 9k eifm: |

Epigrapla Judwea, Vol, 1, p. 297,
That is, his.( Mularaja’s ) son was that ornament among
kings called Chamundaraja. Inhaling cven from a far the
breeze perfumed with the ichor of his (7. ¢, Chamundaraja’s )
‘scent-elephants’ (i e, elephants of the best kind ). the illust-
rious king ( ksonipatih ) Sindhuraja was destroyed ( nastah)
with his elephants cowed by the smell of their opponents’ rut,
and disappeared in such a way that all trace of his (i e,
Sindhuraja’s ) fame was lost.,

LW g sudsr 339y s ige |
fregzfiarad frgns gl ﬂ"x h1o3L
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In this verse ‘nastah’ denotes (i) lost or vanished and (i)
perished or destroyed; but in view of the unequivocal state-
ment of the Kunarapalasharita, describing the death of Sindhu-
raja at the hands of Chamundaraja, the second interpretation
is no doubt preferable to the first, Here, ‘Sindhuraja, with its
adjective ‘ksonipatil’ ( king, lit. lord of earth ), doubtless,
refers to ‘a king named Sindhuraja’, and not to ‘a king of
Sindh’, which interpretation could be tenable only if the
abjective ‘ksonipatih’ were not applied to ‘Sindhuraja’,
‘Ksonipatih’ with ifs qualified noun ‘Sindhuraja’ cannot
Signify ‘a king of Sindh’ ( “Sindhu-king”), as translated
erroneously by Mr. Vajeshankar, G. Ojha and Dr. G. Buhler,
the editors of the Prasesti. In their introductory remarks it is
stated: “Verse 6 speaks of a successful war waged by Cham-
unda against a king of Sindh. This point is not mentioned®
in any other document, but is not incredible, as Sindh formed

" the western border of the Chaulukya kingdom®”” But in
Firrata and Corrigenda of Vol, I of the Epigraphia Indica, the learned
editor of the journal has remarked: ‘for—against the King of
Sindh...rulers. read—against Sindhuraja, . e.,—possibly the king
of Sindh, but more probably Sindhuraja of Malva.®” Morcov-
er itis to be noted that the editors of the Vadnagara prasasti
have also made in foot-note the unwarranted change gf
“ksonipatih’ of the original text into its gemtljvc ‘ksompatﬂ} )
éonnecting it with the pronominal form ‘asya an‘d con.strumg
the text thus: “Sindhu-king fled together with his no“;
elephants and vanished in such wise that even tracc O

......... - race
the fame of that prince’ (asya ksonipateh ) was lost®”. It I

1 Ep. Indica, 1. p. 302.°
2 Thid, p. 294.
3 Ibid. p. 431

4 Ihid. p. 297. note 8. '
5 Thid, p. 302. Words in hracket are mine.

-
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doubtless, evidént that the unnecessary twisting of the origi-
nally correct text of the »rasasii is due to the editors’ attempt
at fitting in the sense of the ‘Sindhu-king® and betrays their
error in ignoring the rule of the concord of the adjective and
noun. It is, therefore, established beyond doubt that, according
to the Vadnagara praseti of Kumara-pala, Chamundaraja
killed king Sindhuraja of Malava and not a king of Sindh?.
Except the Paramara king Sindhuraja of Malava, no other
namesake of his was contemporary of king Chamundaraja
of Gujarat.

It may be questioned that as the verse from the Iumara-
palacharita quoted above, does not contain any adjective of
‘Sindhuraja’, how is it possible to regard this Sindhuraja as
indentical with the ‘Ksonipatih Sindhurajah’ of the Vadnagar
Prasasti. ? In this connection we must not lose sight of the fact
that the Kumarapalacharita, was composed Jater than the Vad-
nagar prasastis. The war between Chamundaraja and Sindhu-
raja must have already become an event of importance,
otherwise, it should not have been mentioned in the Vadnagar
record. Therefore a reference to that event could not be possi-
bly passed over by the biographer of the illustrious Chaulukya
Kumarapala while describing his ancestors, Chamundaraja
and others.

1 In his accouns$ of the reign of Chaulukya Chamundarara, Dr. Ray
has quoted Ojha and Buhler's translation of the above verse of the Vadnagar
prasasti with the slight variation of ‘Sindhu-king’ in the original into
‘Sindhuraja of coarse according to the Errata and Corrigenda ( Dyaastic
History.of Northera India, Vol. 11, P. 946, note 5 ). In asreement with the
editors of tha prasast/, he thinks that Sindhuraja refers to ‘a king of Sindh’
buf on cogent reasoas have baan ad'-"anc@ by him to justifs hiz view

Ihid, ! P. 946 ),
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182

The two texts, discussed above, make no reference to the
date of the battle between Chamundaraja and Sindhuraja.
But itis definitely known that Vakpatiraja (Munja) was
succeeded by his brother Sindhuraja. Vakpati was alive in 1050
V.S, (993 AD.) when Amitagati, a Jain author of no mean
repute, composed his Sublasitaratnasundoha. Sometime later
than 993 A. D. Munja was defeated and killed by king Tai-
lapa of Kalyan, who died in 997 A. D. The death of Munja
. must, therefore, be assigned to some date between 993 and 997
A, D. Moreover, we know that Chamundaraja of Gujarat,
who defeated and killed Sindhuraja, reigned for fourteen years
from 996 to 1010 A. D. Thus it appears thet Sindhuraja must
have met his end during this period, The death of Sindhuraja
was immediately followed by Bhojadeva’s accesion to throne,
which took place according to historians, in 1010 A. D. It can,
therefore, be pointed out with a near approach to accuracy
that in 1010 A, D. Sindhuraja was killed by Chamundaraja,
an event which possibly gave rise to hereditary hostilitics
between the Paramaras of Dhara .and Chaulukyas of

Anahilavada,
Harbilas Sarda; Commemoration Vol.




THE NANANA GRANT OF CHAULUKYA KING
- KUMARA -PALADEVA OF GUJARAT
DATED VIKRAMA SAMVAT.1212.

The grant was found while digging the foundation of a
house at the village called Nanana, about three miles from
Bhagvanpura railway station on the B. B. & C. 1. Ry. On
hearing about its discovery, I secured it through a friend of
mine for examination and subsequently published its summary
in my Annual Report on the working of the Rajputana
Museum, Ajmer, for the year ending 31st March 1937, p.p. 3-4.

The grant consists of two copper-plates, which are
inscribed on one side only, The measurement of each plate is
12" by 9%.” Their edges are slightly turned up so as to form
raiscd rims to preserve the writing. Two ring-holes at the
bottom of the first and the top of the second plate show that
they were originally held by two rings, which arc now missing.
Each plate contains 16 lines of writing. The lctters are engra-
ved deeply and their average size is about four-tenths of an
inch, The plates are in a fairly good condition and the writing
is legible throughout.

The language of the inscription is Sanskrit and the chara-
cters are Nagari, Except the five verses at the end ( I1. 22-29),
which are benedictory and imprecatory, the rest of the record
is in prose. As regards orthography the letter a is throughout
denoted by the sign for 3. A consonant following 7 is mostly
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doizbled, e.g Mwyds (L5), sk (L7), Bl (I 8)
& (L 22), e (1.26), etc. Rules of Sandhi are observe.d in,
aH. places. The sign of awgrsha has been used only thrice, e, g
st (1.13), swgnd® (1.20) and gedss (L. 31), The sign of
anwusvars I‘S mostly used, e. g. gz (I 3. ), @iy (I.8.), wigad
(1.8),%=a (1. 9) etc; while at some places the nasal ) is also
employed, e. g. 5zl (1 6), and #eara: (1. 9). Prothamairias
hav_.e been mostly used, but at places we also come across
ordinary matras. €, g, gera@© (1, 16), argd (L 18), 3 (1.20)
and #g3° (1. 20). ¢ is written inits old form () at two
.placcis, € g ® (1.25) and sfd (I.31). The language of the
Inscription is quite correct and a few mistakes which occur in
1t are mostly due to the engraver.

The grant refers to the reign of Paramabhattarake-Maharaja-
dhiraja.Paramesvara Sti Kumarapaladava and gives the following
genealogy of the Chaulukya kings of Gujarat :—

1 Paramabhattaraka — Maharajadhiraja — Paramesvara
. Sri Mularajadeva.
2 P. M.-P. Sri Chamundarajadéva,

3 ,,  ori Durlabharajadeva.

4 " Sri Bhimadeva.
5 » Sri Karnadeva alias Trailokyamalla.
6 . Sri Jayasimhadeva alias Avantinatha, Tri-

bhuvanaganda, Barbarakajisnu- (i e
conqueror of Barbaraka ) and Siddha-
chakravrti ( Siddharaja ).

7 ,, Sti Kumarapaladeva, conqueror of Sakambhari
The record mentions that the last named king ( Sri

Kumara-paladava ) granted onc dramma per day from the
customs-house of Nadula ( Nadol), on the occasion of the
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lunar eclipse, to the temple of Lakhanesvara built by Lakha-
nadevi, daughter of the exalted Naduliya ( of Nadol ) Cahu-
vana ( Chauhan ) family of Kuntapala and situated within
the precincts of the temple of Tripurusadeva.

The grant was issued from Anahilapataka and is dated
Monday, the fifth day of the bright half of Sravana (Karti-
kadi ), Vikrama Samvat 1212, corresponding to the 24th July
1156 A. D. The day is irregular as the Caitradi Sravana Sudi
> fell on Wednesday, while it was Tuesday on the same date
of the Kartikadi Sravana. X )

The grant was written by Mahadeva, son of Laksmana
of the Gauda Kayastha family, the Maha-Aksa-Patalika ( the
Chief Registrar ). The dutaka is Maha-Sandhivigrahika ( the
Minister of Peace and War) Sri Delana. The second plate
bears at the end the name of Sri Kumarapaladeva ( written
by the writer ).

Of the places mentioned in the grant, Nadula is the
present Nadol in the Godavada district of the Jodhpur State
and Anahilapataka ( Anahilavada) is th- present Patana in
the territory of His Highness the Gackwad of Baroda.

Plate I

(1) Hivefq gamdigiag arauandfrbaoang g REIfRaeigs-
(2)  vigausRaeEmETRemaz FFER R RORqa e =-1™
(3)  grustaqmgaRaaazER AR -

\X_

1 TIndicated by a symbol.

2 This sign of punctuation is superfluous.
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(4) USREERRRTERERE RISt aRTEE-
(5)  aEwEazrEaRRERTdEARTmeTaar-
(6) FIEwATZRFRERRIRRATRTEETa Y-

(7) ?ﬁf{%ﬁxcgﬁq;waﬁa‘faafaa&aqmramamngmm»

(8) uatrmardTRkHRysRmmToRfSsam e

(9) wrtugaracds: SyRFAEeRrRaRT:® aaag-
(10) Eﬂﬂ':; ﬁ;é?@amﬁrg‘aﬂﬁmﬁ@; FTUE T a’ammfg g: dfafy
(11 4§ am | MafEnRamBadaemaye aaug oy
(12)  srrosmgEeTmde GoRa T Haq 1321 aY A1T-
(13) 7t 4 S@seqi dgawRITaRIEERl faEdy AeeoR-
(14)  wmed Qeoguedfy @wa T waaT AarafreT=]
(15) daanrat fif¥er afdleamaaTamact SIROREIRI-
(16) = RwwEReE 7 FauwiEd GARmaT gore-

Plate II
(17) fgad 1*° aead afmamgesfimal e

Reod 5dE°.

Read °fag, ‘

Read °gifya:,

Read JEEH. , ’ :
Read #ETQ@°.

Read Fg7°.

Read ¥4,

Read #1ag .

Read FRTT2°.

1S |

% = o v o W

<]

30 This sign of punctuntion is superfluous.
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(18) g2 arq? gaaEgaymaEuie Miga dRvma

3 " . ¥
(19) NagewRaswai FifadioeQadan kT afy 3 L oF:
(20) a¥dEzgdaEf: gaE | B TREEITT AAISE0R-

(21) w3 wibMEgReasEwRIREEgETeT: gadiTgd

(22) s& = wumar A | afpadazenfy @ e \11%{2: | ==
(23) =wdal ¥ qFAE A A9 | ¢ (1] AiE qaifn g R amfre wal-
(24) ofmeerufac | fmleaifafma saf 9 aw ag: -

(25) g i) 38 & secdi@daR saad qmaaagaﬁ qd-

(26)  dandted | %N'a'ga Ea;r s aqral az?mganﬁ‘iaﬂ-

(27) wideEH 7 | 3[|]a§fhéﬁmgﬁr gaf: anufkf | 7e7 3-

(28) o 73y qficaer qeT aal wa Ny (1] Feaehedmg gerszan-
(29)  =: z=wadt: swdd dgarnaarE: 1 v () Rfaafd aEd a-
(30) sTRIFAgIRATAIAERIF Y 1go HIATATGd so HAFI2-
(31) & | gawsy agEfufERE": 2o Aiday T 0

(32) siguraraiasr

1 This sign of punctuation is superfluous.
2 This sign of punctuation is superfluous.

3 Originally the word H=EQYIRIIRY] wore engraved, but all the
letters have been struck off by two short slanting strokes at the top of
each letter and on the right hand margin mq(ﬁr)gmaaaﬂcm is written in
the same hand. To denote the alteration two Hamsapadas in the form of
erosses ( x ) have been placed at the beginning as well as ab the end of
the original and altered words.

4 Read gy, 5 Read °gHI°.

6 Read wfira:. 7 Read qYRQIR.

8 Read ggwsufy. 9 Read °afymifr aild.
10 Read =qgify. 11 Read FUW:.

12 Read wafgge.- 13 Rend sgf°
14 Read agimqzfas. 15 Read 3.

16 Read gifufmRs.



4 THE AHADA GRANT OF CHAULUKYA BHIMADEVA
II, OF GUJARAT ( VIKRAMA YEAR 1263 ).

The inscription described below is incised on tow copper-
+ plates, which are in possession of Brahmana Khima of Ahada,
a village about two miles from Udaipur ( Rajputana ).

Each plate measures 133”x1137, the plates are inscribed
on one side only. Their edges are slightly turned up, so as to
form raised rims to protect the writing, Tiwo ring-holes at the
bottom of the first and the top of the second plate show that
originally they were held together by two rings, which are
now missing, Fach plate contains 19 lines of writing. The
letters are deeply incised and their average size is 3", The
plates are in a fair state of preservation, but some letters have
'been defaced owing to their remaining underground for

many years.

The language of the inscription is Sanskrit. With the
exception of six benedictory and imprecatory verscs at t.he
end (II. 12-17 ) the record is written in prose. One provinczz'll
vernacular word, &g (I.22) is specially noteworthy. Itis
not found in Sanskrit lexicons in the sensc of ‘crop’, but il
stands for crop in the dialect of the people of Udaipur, Sirohi
and some other states of Rajputana. In respect of orthography
the letter 4 is throughout denoted by the sign for 3. A CO:]SO-
nant following t is gencrally doubled, e. g. g7 (1. 1), zwwid
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(1.3), 7safé (L.5), zsd7 (1. 10), w=daza (1.19), ara: (L.24),
ctc. Rules of Sandhi arc not observed in certain places, as in
oqigigr s (1. 6), Prafr sy (1. 13 ), #1 waquzds (L. 9), aa =vaz
(1.25), etc. =T is substituted for “¥", c.g. ;gasaiws (L. 8)
759 (1. 8) and w=wa=i: (1.35). The sign of arugrahe is met
with more than once, ¢, g. Parsizaf (1, 14), oqrisr (1. 15),
wifgzd (1. 17 ) The sign of anusvara is found throughout in
preference to nasal, e, g. ofracsmEmfa. (I. 8), sa#dfy (1. 14),
et (1.21), Prggaasze (1.5), agad (L 34), sarsd (1. 33),
cte. Prsthamatrkas have been used according to writer’s fancy.

. The grant refers to the reign of Paramabhattaraka-Maha-
raJa(.lhit‘aja-Paramesvara, the illustrious Bhimadeva (II) alias
Abhinavasiddharaja. It records the following genealogy of the
Chaulukya kings of Gujarat.:—

(1) Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraja Paramesvara
Sri-Mularajadeva (I).

(2) P. M. P, Sri-Chamundarajadeva.

(3) s Sri-Durlabharajadeva.

@ Sri-Bhimadeva (D).

) REETS Sri-Karnadeva alias Trailokyamalla.
(6) » Sri-Jayasimhadeva, Siddha-Chakra-

varti ( Siddharaja) conqueror of the -
lord of Avanti, of Tribhuvanaganda

and Varvaraka ( Barbaraka ).

0 ” . Sri-Kumarapaladeva, conqueror of
the lord of Sakambbhari ( Sambbhar ).

 Sri-Ajayapaladeva, who exacted tri-

" bute from the ruler of Sapadalaksha
country ( here it refers to the
Kingdom of Ajmer ).

(8)

22
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)] ? Sri-Mularajadeva (II), the conqueror
of the lord of Garjanaka ( Ghazni),
1. e, Shihabuddin Ghori,

1w Sri-Bhimadeva (II), alias Abhinava-
siddharaja ( Siddharaja I1).

The inscription records that the last named king
( Bhimadeva IT) granted an araghatta (2 well, with a Persian
wheel, together with the land cultivated with its water ) called
{ Vamauva ? ) at Ahada in the mandala ( province ) of Meda-
pata ( Mewar ), which was under his sway, together with the
outside land attached to the well and a field belonging to
Kadava to a Brahmana named Ravideva, son of Vihada,
belonging to the Rayakavala caste and Krshnatreya-gotra.
"The boundaries of the above mentioned pieces of land are also
given (II. 23-28). The grantee hailed from the village- Navati*
(modern Nauti in the Udaipur State ). He further orders that
the ninth part of each crop produced in the land belonging to
the well should be given to ( the temple of ) Bhayalasvamideva
at Ahada,

The grant was issucd [rom Anahilapataka ( Anahilavada
Patana in the territory of H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwad of
Baroda ), and is dated Sunday, the second day of the bright
half of Sravana ( Kartikadi ), Vikrama Samvat 1263, corres-
ponding to the 2nd July 1307 A. D.

The grant was written by Tha ( Thakkura ) Vosari, the
son of Tha ( Thakkura ) [ Ka ] mara, the Aksha—].)atal‘il\"a
(Accountant-general). The dutaka is I\’Iaha-sandhivigrah%;a Sri-
Surai, which corresponds to the modern name Sura.lp, The
second plate bears at the end the sign-manual of Bhimadeva
and a mark of a dagger. The inscription goes to prove that the
territory of Medapata (Mewar) was under the sway of
Bhimadeva (II), asitis clearly stated that it wasa mandil
( [. il ) under his sovereignty.
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TEXT.
PLATE L
(1) =" == gsEdifsEsd asauskdfofFaraeszagmsifenagazas
AGGEIA- '
(2) ZarEEsRuaaz RN RISArimgzEEameens ( qwd )
ZFIFH-
(3) zmrafmEdEeiraaUsaaEEARsEEr ERzra iRz Eidas:
(4) FMEEAaans REAEREIREaaEE SRR F AT A A
I
(5) zFazmmRseREEEdTEtyFaisa ke dsa iz
(6) sEEmARzRFARABIRREEREIRRaraE I T g3 aiTT-

(7) Gfffamad e iFara@iae g NaRanz R R SRR as A pT-

s 4

3 ¥ . .

(8) sdmirangs saeiarse i sRrmirsaramiamusEisiadr-
(9) semsmOEAHETI@EadRIG A9z REAR A Rr IRag@yaae-
(10) vgarsdgadamfuasigaagaqeg Iaraaz RFRIIAIfauage-

(11) sayimmafRzamiadeds: aysqaEisgzdedia: TR gawaaaas-
hd - . - < . 3 ~
(12) 7 madigusPaT3auwsd J99zizd Jagaeg 1: 4ARF 791 | Aalwar

- ] Q Y0 = 9% .
(13) PedraRademaT ey PafEsRT Qe AW (w8 ) graaalEdaai

1 Indicated by a symbol.

2 Read q:zg° 3 Read gaa°

4 Read gzz° 5 Read a°

6 Reud gard° 7 Rend ARRiEmtagag®
8 TRead Hjggeeg 9 Read ZET

10 Read fmgagig 11 Read zpa®

-
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. ‘{ « ~
(14) Parsatadif | dag 1363 Araagl 2 wAen dnawagEan e jni
(15) Remadz siveaRawzdsds swflomesify e sweqg)®  waed
aqig-
(16) faaer=d damara ffde afdaardsemaaasafugrmras ( § )-
(17) zaglhas « sodier farumags [ardishagd duarzaas-

’ 3 - . .
(18) = (awmEm ?) awnmzemafiagal (@) Feneset 96 svaers-
W (7€) ’ .

3
(19) (aafdy ) gufas: 799809 ARRIIAERAMaNI () .o s

PLATE II.

~ 1Y >4 - N

(20) (asiz aad) ARART» FOEINT FpFAIGRE oA o AesgaifRam maHal-

(21) zgpaaenfy: gew)l =fe (7 quey | ) amne augE? afER e
i

(22) @ ( &1 aggsarrer ) qep augl afy arefae: AegEeer AwmeEi

2ar (9 A )- )
(23) &7 FEzaHA&al a2y TEsT: | e TEgenErE qur | Aen Ry o
( Fgaeni )- .
(24) afe | qon AugdaRandd 7 ) afoert B weaE: | ekt
il va-

\3
[ . ‘-‘ K " Z ’1*1”
(25) apf: | st R fap@enfzsds | g magalaRgAena

-
1 Read #EY® 2 Read afgagaac
£ TRead mFEI° 4 Rend FeUIAT°
R'ead e \ 6 Read @o ( AIWT )

“3l Wn

Rend afgeg®
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(26) @ vAFTST | ZFUA WFAIGSET - Ao ¥ AAFTA | qfEFady di-
(27) @ | ITE UFAR: | FFEN ) TR | THeAl Hwmo (WFawEa) UF |
""" afem g% |
(28) dafamat dg- at@gy 1 ( 3977 AAgr ) FFEAs () W @

- giequafsa = (@) wzhaa-
(29) 7r1 aafeEaETAArEAATRTTRe  sHamAraREITa 5y
(=) 3331
(30) 7 sggag=d | swEd FwgeaEd Aar FeEASeiE ARdE Rwwee-
3

FEIAMAgEqsT: | g1

CY ~ .
(31) @dftas7 ( vad ¥ wawa s70dq | aladagmfa adl frg (f) gfue: |

1,

m=3g AgHaT 7 7 w0 7 1 2 (1) WA G
T . . Q,.
(32) i FiSafy aefiageafn | edeEifabmE o @) oqE ag

qquEEg 2 i a'gfﬁir;fﬁm g-

(33) =zar uafa: guufEfy: | ger 7857 921 () W AFT 981 A Fl{l)lzil
“agi 9Eal a1 91 -

(34) 3 =ga1i | 1 Bomf sfaS Agf: A4z @=af (1) ¢ 0 By

TEEIZIE)-

9

s%.,
(35) Ra: | e gae zeaEmARE: U v I e 9 wiEAr afgdaa

1 Read o 2 Read FRie

3 Read mz3Eri» 4 Read ufgagaeaily
5 Read ===T] i Bead aFid

7 Read 2 8§ Read wdlge

3 Read arg: 10 Read =gl

11 Read gemmog: 12 Read wifgdar
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(36) maq uraz: | amERsdamasa] W& @ ER gedl) walk )
ISHCRIEGY _

(37) mad WA ERE 2o zﬁ(«s)wuﬁ 3o

Aafear 1 7AEs
AgEifsEaf-

“(38) ® 3o Al g Hiw A3 )

Editorial Note

The word ‘Navat’® is probably “Navli” (Navli=did
Village ), a part of Jagir of Ravat of Bambora in the Ghhapp-

an province { now in Sarada Tehsil) near Jaisamudra.



Section II. speeches.

THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS.

THE NAME.

The word Kshatrapa in appearance, seems 10 be a
Sanskrit word meaning, ‘the protector of the warrior class,”
but it is found nowhere in the whole range of Sanskrit literat-
ure. Itis only found in the stonc inscriptions and coins of
several foreign princes ‘who ruled the Northern and ¥Western
parts of India in the early centuries of the Chrisdan era, and
there too it is used not in the abave sense, but as the title of a
King or Royal Officer, It is probably derived from the old
Persian word “Kshattrapavan®, which means “the protector
of a kingdom or a province” ( kshattram—a kingdom, or 2
province, pavan—protector ). The word ‘satrap’ found in
Greek history and used for the governor of a province is alsa
derived from the same word. Now the word is used to desig-
nate a family whose princes used this drle svhich has been
Sanskritised into ‘Kshtrapa’.

NORTHERXN AND WESTERN KSHATRAFAS.

Between the Ist century B. C. and the 4th cenuary A B,
there existed in India three different and separate kingdoms,
two in Northern and one in Western India. The rulers of
Takshasila ( Taxila, in the N.W., Punjab) and Mathura are
called by the historians the Northern Kshatrapas. while those
who ruled over Western India are called the Wvestern Kshat-
rapas. In the latier half of the st century A.D. probably they
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came to this part of India, through sindh and Gulrat, as the
Viceroys and Sardars of the great Kushan kings of the North-
West, and afterwards extended their away and became inde-
pendent rulers,

*

EXTENT OF THEIR SWAY.

When their power was at its height, their possessions
included the wholé of Malwa, Gujrat, Kathiawar, Kutch,
Sindh, Northern, Konkan, and the greater part of Rajputana,
including Dungarpur, Banswara, Partabgarh, Mewar, Marwar
Kotah, Jhalawar, Sirohi, Kishangarh and Ajmer,

THEIR NATIONALITY. =

They often assumed Indian names, but probably they
were foreigners of the Saka tribe who came to India from
Central Asia. The famous inscription on the Mathura Lion-
Capital of the time of Sodasa mentions ‘Sakastan’, which
means the Saka Kingdom, In one of the Nasik inscriptions
Ushavadata, the son-in-law of the western Kshatrapa King
Nahapana is called a Saka. The use of the Saka era in their
inscriptions and coins, and of the Kharosti alphabet in the
coins of Nahapan and Chashtana, together with the namcs
Nahapana, Chashtana, Ghsamotika, Damaghsada, cte; arc
evidences of their foreign origin, Although the Dynasty existed
for over three centuries, its members never assumed the titles
of Indian Rajas, such as Maharajadhiraja, Parameshvara,
Paramabhattaraka, etc; but they always called themselves

Kshatrapas when they held a subordinate position or were

ovinces, and Mahakshatrapas probably when

vernors of pr :
& P anical

they became independent. They adopted the Brahm

arried into Hindu (Kshatriya) families Jater

igl nd m )
religion ¢ anical and

on, but the earlier rulers patronised both the Brahm :
Buddhistic faiths and married their daughters to Sakas, i c.

foreigners like themselves.
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MATERIALS FOR THEIR HISTORY.

As no ancient written account exists dealing with the
history of this family, the only sources of our knowledge arc
about a dozen inscriptions on stone, several thousand coins of
silver and a few of copper.

GENEALOGICAL TABLE.

The accompanying genealogical table is based upon the
information referred to above. It will be seen that there were -
three dynasties with no apparent connection with one another,
The number to the left of 2 name shows the order of his reign:
The dates to the right, if prefaced by K., show the ume when,
according. to the evidence of coins, the prince styled himself
Kshatrapa,. and, if by M. K. the time when he assumedfhc
title of Mahakshatrapa.

CUSTQM,of SUCCESSION to THE THRONE.

As is evident from the table, the custom of succession in
this dynasty was somewhat peculiar. The cldest son was not
the heir of the ruler, as is the case among Rajputs, but the
next brother, and after the brothers, the sons came in the
order of their fathers, seniority.

BHUMAKA.,

" He is the carliest known member of this dynasty. A few
undated copper coins only have beed found of his reign but
from the inscription of the time of his successor his date can
be fixed in the last quarter of the first and the beginning of the
second century A.D, He belonged to the Kshaharata clan:

NAHAPANA.

This great king extended his dominions at the expense
of his neighbours, the Andhra or Andhrabhritya dynasty, and
annexed Gujrat, Kathiawar, Kutch, Malwa and a part of the
Deccan as far as Nasik. -
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HIS SON-IN-LAW USHAVADATA.

. His'daughter Dakshamitra was married to Saka Usha-
vadata, son of Saka Dinika. Ushavadata seems to have been a
very high officer, probably the commander-in-chief, of his
father-in-law. As he bears no royal title he must have owed
his power and rank to Nahapana.

" One vear in the rainy season Nahapana sent Ushavadata
to the relief of the chief of some Kshatriyas called Uttamabha-
dras, who had becn attacked and besieged by another tribe,
the Malavas. Hearing the sound of the martial music of his
army, the Malavas fled away and were subjugated by him to
the Uttamabhadras. Thence he came to Pushkar (ref{:rred to
by the vernacular name Pokkharah, in the plural, alluding to
the three lakes, Kanishtha, Vriddha, and Brahma Pushkaras ),
where he gave three hundred thousand cows and a village to
the Brahmans. He made a ghat ( bathing-place and ferry ) on
the river Banas. He used to tour in the kingdom of his
father-in-law,

He grve sixteen villages to temples and Brahmans and
had eight Brahman girls married to Brahmans at Prabhasa
( Somanatha in Kathiawar. )

He gave 70,000 karshapanas ( silver coins ) and '2,0}00
suvarnas ( gold coins ) to gods and Brahmans at Dahnu in the

Thana District.

. d
He Fuilt resthouses and almshouses at Baroach an

Dashpur (Mandasor), and made gardens and wells at Govar-
dhan (near Nasik) and Sopara.

- He kept ferry-boats across the rivg:rs, Iba hgi;lmbxka)z
Parida (Par), Damanganga, Tapti, Kaneri and Dahnu.
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In addition to the above Brahmanical charities;. record ,
exists of the following Buddhisstic gifts.

The gift of a cave for residence, and 3,000 karshapanas
and 8,000 cocoanut trees to feed and clothe the monks residing
therein at Nasik. A village near Karli in the Poona district was
also given for the support of monks of the Karli caves.

Nahapana is called a Kshatrapa in that of 124. This
shows that he asserted independence after A. D. 120.

DESTRUCTION OF NAHAPANA AND HIS FAMILY.

His aggrandizement brought forth the wrath of his
powerful neighbour, King Gotamiputra Shatakarni of the
Andhra dynasty, who in or about A.D. 126 destroyed his power
and family, and annexed his dominions. Some coins of Naha-
pana have been found re- struck by the conqueror, and bear
the double legend—si Mafagaa R a@we struck over the tvpi-
cal &l w28 Azama.

CHASHTANA.,

. This king, son of Ghsamotika, Is mentioned by the
Greek geographer Ptolemy under the easilyrecognised name
of Tiastanes. Ptolemy wrote his book about A.D. 130 and is
therefore a contemporary witness. Chashtana ruled over Malwa,
* Kathiawar and Gujrat. He had either reconquered them from
the Andhras, or was in the beginning their Viceroy and then
asserted his independence.

UJJAIN THE CAPITAL.

The capital of Chashitana and his descendqnts was Ujjain,
one of the most ancient cities of India on the highway between
the western scaboard and the fertile plains of thc. Ganges. It
was famous as a seat of learning and as the Indian Green-

wich from which longitudes were reckoned. Here they contin-
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ued to rule till their final extinction and absorption into the
Gupta Empire.

RUDRADAMAN.

This king, grandson of Chashtana, was the greatest
among the Kshatrapas, His inscription on the Sudafs’ana lake
near junagarh records, that he assumed the title of Mahaks-
hatrapa and by his own valour gained and became the lord
of —

Akaravanti (Fastern and Western Malwa)

Anupa

Anarta (Northern Kathiawar)

Surashtra (Southern Kathiawar)

Svabhra (near Ahmedabad)

Maru (Marwar) '

Katchha (Kutch) ‘

Sindhu-Sauvira (Sindh and Multan)

Kukura (Eastern Rajputana)

Aparanta (Northern Konkan)

Nishada (Bhil country) ,
and other countries. He destroyed the warrior republic of
the Yauddheyas ( Johiyas) and twice defeated King Sataka-
rni, the lord of the Deccan, This King must be Palumai I
Vasishthiputra ( Siro Polemaios of Ptolemy ), who had marr-
ied a daughter of Rudradaman. This nearness of connection
saved the Andhra kfng from total destruction,

THE SUDARSHANA LAKE.

An irrigation project having a history extending over
emorating the attempts of four great

cight centuries and comm |
¢ t—such is the

kings of three important dynasties to utilise 1 :
Sudarshana or the lake beantiful, in Junagarh territory, now
in ruins; In the days of the great Maurya king Cl.zandrag;lp}tz
( B. C. 322:297"), Pushyamitra the Vaisya, the Viceroy of th
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Western provinces, dammed up the streams Palasini and Suva-

rnasikata and built this lake. During the reign of his grandson,
the Emperor Asoka Maurya ( B. C. 272-232 ) channels were
made to take water from this lake for irrigation under the
Persian Raja Tushaspa, Asoka’s governor. The opportunity
was taken to record a version of the emperor’s immortal edicts
on a rock close by, On the 16th November 150 A. D; a violent
storm destroyed this embankment; and the then ruler, Rudra-
daman the Kshtrapa, had it rebuilt, thrice stronger than
before, under the supervision of Suvisakha, son of Kulaipa, a
Pahlava ( Parthian ). The opportunity was utilised to record
in Sanskrit the interesting history of the lake on the very rock
which contained Asoka’s edicts in Pali. In spite of Rudrada-
man’s masonry the dam again burst and was repaired in A.D.
458, during the reign of King Skandagupta of the Gupta
dynasty, whose grandfather had destroved the rule of the last
Kshatrapa of Western India,

The reign of Rudrasinha I, sezms.to have been interrup-
ted by the invasion of one Kshatrapa Isvaradatta who ruled
for about two years. After Vishvasena, the last of Chastana’s
line, power passed into the hands of another branch of the
Kshatrapas, some of whom are styled Svami ( lord ).

INCORPORATION OF THEIR KINGDOM IN THE
GUPTA EMPIRE.

The last Satrap Swami Rudrasinha 111, son of Satyasinha,
numbered 21 in the genealogical table, was attacked, dethro-
ned and slain by Chandra Gupta II, Vikramaditya. ahout
390 A.D. This great king had extended his way from the con-
fines of Assam to as far as Baluchistan and ruled over a consi-
derable part of the Deccan also. The cordquest of the Ksha-
trapa dominions not only added wealthy and fertile provinces
to his Empire, but also brought Chandra Gupta II Vikrama-
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ditya into touch with the seaborne commerce to Europe

through Egypt by the annexation of the Western seahoard
of India, ' |

COINAGE,

"Their coins are found in ‘Konkan, the district of Nasik,
Gujrat, Kathiawar, Cutch, Malwa and Réjputana. In the
last-named province they “are ~generally found at Nagari
(near Chitor ), Pushkar, and other places. The finds of large
hoards of Western Kshatrapa coins are mentioned below :—

(1) 13,250 silver coins were discovered in 1906 near the
village of Jogalthambi in the Nasik district, They consisted
solely of the coins of Nahapana and those of his coins which
were restruck by his conqueror Gotamiputra Satakarni,

(2) 1,200 coins of various Kshatrapa kings were found
near Uparakot in Junagarh in 1878,

(3) 2,405 silver coins found on a small hill ncar the
village of Survaniya, thana Kalingra; Banswara State.

LANGUAGE OF THE COINS AND INSCRIPTIONS,

The language of the inscriptions of Ushavadata anc'i his
wife Dakshamitra is Prakrit 7. ¢, the vernacular of the. time,
while that of Rudradaman and his successor is Se'msknt. The
language of the coins is Sanskrit mixed with Prakrit.

LEGEND AND SCRIPT OF THE COINS. ‘

) On the obverse there is the head of the reigning prince
wearing a hat. As all the busts are almost ‘alikc{' no att?mf; ;t
likeness was perhaps fntended. In the earlier coins -ﬂm;ns o
tion is round the head is old Grecian letters, a.nd nt COF e
of Nahapana and Chashtana, is only 2 transliteration
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-

Brahmi inscription on the reverse; but afterwards the Greek
letters were used only as an ornamentation without any mea-
ning. Some coins contain dates behind the head.

On the reverse are symbols representing what is comm-
only believed to be a Chaitya (Buddhist shrine ), but pro-
bably Mount Meru with the sun and the moon near it in
the centre with a zigzag line beneath. Round them 1is the
inscription in Brahmi (4. e, old Nagari) characters givnig the
name and title of the ruling prince as well as, generally, those
of his father. In the case of earlier rulers the legend is also in
Kharosti script, which was written from right t0 left and was
prevalent in N. W. India. Thus Bhumaka’s coins are
inscribed — o

Zziaa 5998 gu#d (Kharosti )
F3Uad 9998 9974 ( Brahrmni)

NUMERALS.

The decimal system of notation was not used in those
days and the dates given on the coin arc very interesting to
study. There are symbols for numbers from 1 to 9 ( those for
the first three numbers are still used in Mahajani accounts to
denote annas ), and for the tens 10, 20, 30, etc., to 90. There
1s a symbol for 100 to which the symbols for 2 and 3 are
tagged on to show 200, 300. To represent 469, for example,
one had to write the symbol for 100 and the symbol for 4 and
then join them by a dash, then the symbol for 60 and finally
the symbol for 9. The symbol for 90 has no similarity to the
symbol for 9.

Mayo College Magzine, Ajmer 19.

oo Ak



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

‘Itihasa’ in Sanskrit is almost identical with ‘History’ in
English. It is a term of wide connotation and comprises
within its scope all that has happened in the past with special
reference to political events, This term is found in the S'ata-
patha Brahmana, the Atharvaveda, the Mahabharata, the
Arthasastra of Kautilya and in the Puranas.

India possesses certain natural advantages. Abundance
of water and fertility of the land coupled with a congenial
climate has ever been a particular source of attraction to
adventurers, conquerors and rulers of various countrics on the
earth. Since times of remote antiquity, millenniwms before the
birht of Christ, we find hordes of people pouring in from the
north and north-west into the fertile plains of India. The
arrival of every invader from the north necessitated warfarc
between him and the natives of the land. Internecine warfare
has also not been foreign to India. In a country which has
witnessed centuries of invasions and incessant wars, it is almost -
impossible to find a connected history of the political cvents
and the social and economic life of the people. Innumcra.blc
wars destroyed numerous cities of old, on the ruins of which
new oncs were fourided. Some of the ancient cities have been
brought to light by cxcavations during the last few decades,
Taxila, Harappa, Nalanda and Mohenjodaro, rescued [rom
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oblivion by the ‘Archeeologists’ spade, bear ample testimony
to the highly advanced state of Indian society in centuries
preceding the Christian era. Here I cannot but make reference
to my late lamented friend Mr. Rakhaldas Banerji, the famous
Indian Archaeologist, who had to his credit the discovery of a
buried city at Mohenjo—daro which has led Oriental scholars
in the east and west scriously to reflect on the problem of the
civilisation revealed by the excavations conducted on the site
by the Indian Archzeological Department. Almost all of us are
familiar with tbe Indus Valley civilisation, a succinct account
of which has been recently published in three delightful
_volumes by Sir John Marshall.

India is a very large country, equal in area to Europe
minus Russia. Owing to constant wars, as a result of which
many towns were ruined, temples and monasteries demolished
and libraries burnt, one cannot expect to find a regular history
of this land through the ages. But it should not lead usto
conclude that Hindus had no history. Alb-~runi, the famous
scholar and astronomer at the court of Mahmud thzni
(11th century ), writes in his book on India :—

“Unfortunately the Hindus do not pay much attention to
the historical order of things, they are very careless in relating
the chronological succession of their kings, and when they are
pressed for information and are at a loss, not knowing what
to say, they invariably take to tale-telling”.

‘But the same author further points out: “I have been
told that the pedigree of this royal family, written on i
exists in_ the fortress Nagarkot and [ much desired to make
mysclf acquainted with it, but the thing was impossible for
various reasons’’.
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history of ancient and medizval India is concerned, because

the bards were mere panegyrists and never lagged behind in
culogising the deeds of their masters.

At the time of the establishment of the British rule in
India, the Indian savants possessed very little knowledge of
the history of the various parts of the country, as people
gencrally relied upon tradition or information furnished by the
bards. For want of facilities of travel, easy communication
and printing in the country, the early history of India was
practically a sealed book to the world, Little material for a
true history of the country was available even to scholars who
could understand and appreciate the different stages *through
which the people of this great and ancient country had passed
during the last three or four thousand years. The political
changes aud social disintegration, which marked the eight or
ten centuries preceding the arrival of the British in India, left
little opportunity or inclination in people to study the history
or the literature of their country, With the advent of the
English and the gradual opening up of the different parts of
the country, an interest in its history and Iiterature was
awakened, and scholars took to a study of Sanskrit lhitcrature
and philosophy. This gave rise to a study of Indian archaology,
which has, since the beginning of the last century, brought to
light much important material for a proper and systemaltic
reconstruction of the history of India. A knowledge of Indian
palaography is indispensable for a study of Indian a,rcha:f)lo%}.f-
Ignorance of ancient Indian scripts and tk_le cqns?quent inabi-
lity on the part of the Pandits to read msc:fupnons on s;ontz
copper-plates and coins contributed not a little to. con ui](fc
and incorrect ideas on Indian history, wh(:ch prevailed n.l : 1
country for a long time. Whatever light.modcrn ICSGZCIII:C ]i
have cast on the dark pages of the early history of India I

, : s of the pioncers among
due, to a large extent, to the labours o P
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European and Indian scholars who succeeded in tracing out
the various forms through which the Indian alphdbets have
passed. The complete reading of Brahmi and Kharoshthi scr-
ipts by Prinsep and others marks the baginning of much val-
uable work done by European and- Indian savants, without
which our present knowledge of the early history of India
would have been impossible. The foundation of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal by Sir William Jones in 1784 A, D. and the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland in 1823
and other similar Oriental research socicties in India and
Europe heralded the dawn of a new era in the historical and
epigraphical research in India.

Importance of the aid of epigraphy in historical resear-

ches need not be ernphasised here. During the last hundred
years, since the commencement of the publication of the Jour-
nal of the Asiatic Sociely of Bengal in 1832, innumerable
iuscriptions on stone and metal have been brought to light
through the indefatigable efforts of Indian and Europcan
Orientalists. Pages of Cunningham and Marshall’s reports of
the Archaeological Survey of India, Progress Reports of the
various Archaeological Circles, volumes of the Sauth India Inscr-
iptions, the Indian Aatiquary, the Epigraphia Indica, the Epigraphia
Indo-2oslemica, the Jipruraphia Carnatica, the Epigraphia Burmanica, the
Epigraphia Zulonica, Journal of the Royal Asiatic - Society, Jour-
nal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Jour-
nal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Journal of the Bihar and
Orissa Rescarch Society, Journal of the Andhra Historical
Rescarch Society, Journal of the American Oriental Socicty;
the Indian Historical Quarterly, Journal of Indian History,
the Nagari Pracharini Patrika and dozens of other research
journals of learned Socicties in India and the West are mines
of valuable historical information furnished by thousands of

stone and metal records discovered and critically edited year

after year by enthusiastic epigraphists in India and abroad.
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As a result of the discovery of these epigraphs containing in-
formation-on various matters, it has been possible to know
and reconstruct, to some extent, the history of several dynasties,
of which I may mention a few, viz. the Nanda, Maurya,
Greeks, Andhra, Saka, Parthian, Kushan, Kshatrapa, Abhira,
Gupta, Huna, Yaudheya, Bais, Lichchhavi, Parivrajaka, Raja-
" rshitulya, Vakataka, Maukhari, Maitraka, Guhila, Chapo-
tkata,.( Chavada ), Chaulukya, Pratihara. Paramara® Chaha-
mana ( Chauhana ), Rashtrakuta, Kachhavaha, Tomara,
- Kalachuri, Traikutaka, Chandela, Yadava, Gurjara, Mihira,
Pala, Sena, Pallava, Chola, Kadamba, Silara, Sendraka,” Ka-
katiya, Naga, Nikumbha, Bana, Matsya, Salankayana, Saila,
Mushaka, Reddi, etc.

-Although some of the old Sanskrit inscriptions, known as
Prasastis, contain eulogistic descriptions of the ruling kings,
one has to acknowledge their value as sources of contemporary
evidence in fixing the dates of reigning kings and the cxtent
of their kingdoms. Numismatic evidence is also very helpful to
a critical historian. The names of most of the Greek rulers of
Northern India have been made known to us only from their
coins. The coins of western Kshatrapas contain the names of
the reignin‘é kirigs and their fathers with titles and dates. They
have been very helpful in preparing the genealogy and the
dat\e of Kshatrapa kings. The name of Bappa Raval of M :war
has long been famous in India in myth and legend, but the
find of a single gold coin of this ruler by me has ccnﬁrm‘cd
beyond doubt the identity of Bappa. Only last' week I was ut],
formed by Dr. A. S. Altekar of the Benares Hindu Un}versx y
that he had discovered a new coin of Bappa and written a.
paper on it in this conference.

Co A . iacval

A word about handling the Persian sources of mCdgaC:i

Indian history will not be out of place: ~DA1.V€Sth of the m}igcd
bole indulged in by the authors, the historical truth conta
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in their writing should be noted. The value of the statements
contained in Persian histories, surcharged as they are with
religious bias, should be ascertained with sufficient caution by
the historian of to-day. It would be in the best interest of the
scholar, if he aspires to the distinction of an impartial histor-
ian, not to base his statements upon Persian sources alone,
but to make it a point also to explore and study all Hindu
sources, bardic, inscriptional, numismatic and others; other-
wise his works will merely embody the result of a one-sided
view,

Before closing, T take the liberty briefly to review the
work done in Indian history. As stated before, keen interest
in India’s past was awakened after the advent of the English
in this country. In earlier writings their authors had to rely
on hearsay and bardic “information in the absence of ample
material discovered later through the progress of archaco-
logical work. Colonel James Tod, the father of the Rajput
history, has done pioneer work in connection with Rajputana
and the results of his labours .have been embodied in his
Annals and Antz'?]uz'z‘zas of Rajasthan and Travels in western India- Alexan-
der Forbes did the same for Gujarat in his Rzsamala. -Students
of history owe a deep debt of gratitude to Pandit Bhagawan:
lal Indraji, Sir Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar and Dr. J. F.
Fleet for their monumental work in connection with the early
history of Gujarat, and Deccan and Kanarese districts
respectively, In the domain of ancient Indian history and
chronologyf Mr. Vincent Smith’s Eurly History of India and Miss
Duff"s Chronolagy of tudin stand as pionecr works, Captain J. C.
Grant Duff is memorable in the field of Maratha hlstory,
although much useful and critical work has keen done in
recent years by Mr. G. S. Sardesai and enthusiastic research-
ers, Vast material relatiug the Maratha period of Indian
history has been brought to light by the Itihasa-Samsodhak~
Mandala, Poona, Siva-charitra-Karvalaya and other institutes.

-
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But it goes without saying that rescarch in Maratha
history requires a very careful sifting of the raw material. To
give only one instance, even the exact date of Sivaji’s birth
was not settled until a few years back. Conflicting dates are
found in different Marathi Bakhars and the final settlement
has been possible only recently after I found Sivaji’s Jaenmakun-
dali in an old manuscript which contains about 500 Janmakun-
dalis of eminent persons of the past and is dated about 300
years back.

It is very gratifying to note that growing interest in In-
dian history has been awakened in recent years in Indian
Universities. The Calcutta University has in the last few years
produced a number of enthusiastic workers in the field of an-
cient Indian history and culture, and several interesting pub-
lications have come out year after year. South Indian scholars
have been evincing unstinted enthusiasm for rescarches in
South Indian History and Epigraphy. As pionecr works
Sewell’s the Forgotten Empire and Jouveau Dubrewil's History of
the Deccan cannot be omitted. The Archaeological dcpartmcn.ts
of the Hyderabad and Mysore States also deserve mentim} .m
this connection. In the Allahabad and Aligarh Universitics
we find efforts made at specialisation of the study of the history
of muslimi India. Independent labours of certain scholars haj:c
also yielded praiseworthy fruit. The late Rakhaldas Bancrjts
History of Orissa in  two sumptuous volumes is 2 monu.mcntal
work embodying the result of stupendous labour and hfc-lon‘i;i
study’of the subject. It is a sad irony of fate'that the f:elei'n‘aﬁ? -
quthor could not see in print the fruit of his labour in his IC_
time. Rev. Heras’ dravidu dynasty of Vijayanagara,Moraes’ Aai?ay:zbcz‘ |
fula, Dr. Krishnaswami Aiyangar’s Beginnings ?f Sou{'h fnmf
‘History and Jayachandra Vidyalankara’s Bharativa Ttihasa Ki mzl}ﬂ’s
+hha are also noteworthy publications. Mr. I& P..‘IayaS“zthc
History of Indig i also a very important contribution to
study of the period 150-350 A. D.

~
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In this age of advancement of learning it is but proper
to take active steps to give stimulus to historical studies in
the various parts of the countrv. Rulers of Indian States could
give invaluble help in furthering the cause of historical studies
by establishing historical and archaological departments in
their States. Interést inlocal history may be stimulated by
founding historical societies in all prominent cides, where
discussions and dissertations on topics of local history may
be conducted from time to” time and  trips to historical sites
may be arranged.

I would like to conclude with a piece of advice to voung
enthusiasts in the field of India epigraphical’ and historical
research. Gradual reconstruction of the historv of various
parts of India is possible only by bringing together innumerable
bits of information that lie scattered in manuscripts, stone
inscriptions, copperplates, coins, etc. As it is not always possi-
ble to come across this raw material for the history of our
land in towns and places connected by railway lines and me-
talled roads, one must go into the interior of the country for
it. There are numerous monuments and sites of historical im-
portance in Rajputana, Central India and other provinces
away from the railway lines or metalled roads and situated in
jungles and haunts of wild beasts. Craving vour indulgence
for personal reference I may say that I have for this purpose -
travelled hundreds of miles in the interior of Rajputana in
bullock carts, on foot and camelback etc; and memories of my
bitter expriences are still fresh in myv mind. In order to quench
the thirst for knowledge in this direction a young enthusiast
should take delight in travelling by bullock carts, on camels,
ponies and even on foot to reach his destination. I know of
several places in the interior of Rajputana which have not
been visited uptil now by any archaologist on account of
their situation, as a visit to them involves great discomfort and
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trouble. And a regular ar:cha'eological survey of a province is
not possible without penetrating into the interior. A rescarc-
her’s work is, in fact; not” like the ‘work of an armchair
politician, G_evr‘l‘tl:erh§n, in the pursuit of knowledge we must
never forget 'tI‘lg words of the celebrated poet Kalidasa :—

TR Fad B gl B
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